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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 00325 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: POWER LINES TO ASMARA CUT 

1 . TWO PARELLEL POWER LINES FROM ASMARA'S MAIN POWER PLANT AT 

BELEZA, 18 KM. NORTH OF CITY, WERE CUT BY INSURGENT EXPLOSIVE 
DEVICES AT 2330 AND 0130 HOURS NIGHT OF APRIL 20-21. METAL POLE 
TRANSMISSION LINE WAS SEVERED 5 KM FROM ASMARA AS RESULT FELLING 
OF FOUR POLES. STEEL TOWER TRANSMISSION LINE WAS CUT 7 KM. FROM 
ASMARA BY TOPPLING OF TWO STEEL TOWERS. 

2. EFFECT OF THIS INTERDICTION OF POWER LINES WAS POWER OUTAGE 
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ON LINE TO PROVIDE ELECTRICITY FOR STREET LIGHTING, RESIDENTIAL 
POWER, HOSPITALS AND WATER DISTRIBUTION. KAGNEW POWER WAS BROUGHT 
ON LINE GRADUALLY AND CAN DEVELOP UP TO 2.6 MEGAWATTS, ADEQUATE 
FOR ALL REQUIREMENTS ABOVE.BUT NOT SUFFICIENT FOR INDUSTRIAL 
NEEDS. POWER LINE FROM BELEZA TO MAIN MUNICIPAL WATER PUMPING 
STATION REMAINS INTACT. LIKEWISE POWER TRANSMISSION LINE FROM 
MASSAWA TO ASMARA REMAINS OPERATIVE, BUT IT JOINS ASMARA POWER 
GRID AT SUBSTATION NORTH OF LINE BREAK. 

3. RELIABLE ESTIMATES OF TIME REQUIRED TO REPAIR TRANSMISSION 

LINES INDICATE THAT THIS INCIDENT COULD DISRUPT INDUSTRY FOR SEVERAL 
WEEKS. METAL POLE TRANSMISSION LINE SHOULD BE REPAIRED IN TWO TO 
THREE DAYS, WHICH WILL REMOVE MOST OF POWER PRODUCTION BURDEN 
FROM KAGNEW, WHICH WOULD THEN BE USED TO PROVIDE POWER TO LOCAL 
INDUSTRY, UP TO 90 PERCENT OF NORMAL INDUSTRIAL USAGE. REPAIR OF 
STEEL TOWER TRANSMISSIONLINE WILL REQUIRE SEVERAL WEEKS AT 
MINIMUM. MOST LOCAL INDUSTRIAL PLANTS HAVE STANDBY GENERATORS, 

BUT ONLY FEW REMAINING FOOD PROCESSING PLANTS, SAVA (GLASS FACTORY) 
AND AMAP (MATCH FACTORY) HAVE GENERATOR CAPACITY WHICH APPROACH 
NORMAL POWER REQUIREMENT DRAWN FROM EELPA. OTHER PLANTS' GEN- 
ERATORS ARE ADEQUATE ONLY TO FURNISH POWER FOR LIGHTS AND OFFICE 
MACHINES. 

4. COMMENT: IT SHOULD BE RECALLED THAT WHEN BELEZA GENERATORS 
WERE HIT BY INSURGENTS DURING HEAVY FIGHTING IN FEB. 1975, NEXT 
NIGHT ATTOEMPT WAS MADE TO DESTROY FUEL STORAGE FOR KAGNEW POWER 
PLANT. IN VIEW THIS, ADDITIONAL SECURITY IN FORM OF ARMORED 
PERSONNEL CARRIERS STATIONED OUTSIDE PERIMETER DEFENSES TO REACT 
TO FURTHER INCIDENTS HAS BEEN REQUESTED BY NAVCOMMUNIT 

AND EPMG MILITARY PROMISES TO IMPLEMENT THESE MEASURES. IMPACT 
OF THIS INCIDENT ON INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION MIGHT BE SIGNIFICANT 
IF ASMARA'S INDUSTRY WAS OPERATED ON NORMAL BASIS OF ECONOMIC 
VIABILITY, BUT AS EPMG'S DEMONSTRATED PRIME CONCERN IS MAINT- 
AINING EMPLOYMENT REGARDLESS OF ECONOMIC JUSTIFICATION, WE WOULD 
EXPECT LOCAL FACTORIES TO REQUIRE EMPLOYEES TO REPORT FOR DUTY 
AS IF NO PROBLEM EXISTED. 
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